Poor schools could lead to
permanent underclass
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A small consignment of 50 books
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munity can pay them. Their local
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ing a baby grand piano to go with
its electronic organ and
synthesiser. Schools in poorer ar-
eas are contentto buy guitars from
The Warehouse.

We cannot continue to allow ~
this country the development of a
two-tier system of education
based on economic and racial
characteristics. Political parties

need to show integrity and moraIT 0 attract more
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childcare subsidies should be part
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are already offering them).

Where will the money come
from? If we return to the original
concept of extra funding only for
those schools in poorer areas

(decile 1-4) then some of the
money can be found by redistrib-
uting the Government's allocation
to education.

However the need is such that
additional salary incentives, tar-
geted funding, paid mentors and
consultants, attached social work-
ers and the establishment of “one-
stop-shops,” will require an in-
crease of about $80 to $100 mil-
lion.

Education did quite well financially
while Wyatt Creech was minister
and an extra $100 million is not a
lot on top of a $5 billion alloca-
tion. itis certainly not a lot when
compared to the cost of over-runs
of the police computer system or
the purchase of the most expen-
sive naval frigate option of $550
million. Indeed even the staff train-
ing money spent by Work and
Income New Zealand could
probably fund a pilot projectin a
poor school.

We are very close to the creation
of a permanent underclass char-
acterised by poor health, poor
education and poor life prospects,
including intergenerational welfare
dependence, unless we can break
the cycle with good and compen-
sating education.

Wayne Bainbridge is principal of
Matipo Primary School in Te
Atatu.



